
Tokyo

Tokyo’s mass transit system, dominated by 
the world’s most extensive urban rail network 
of suburban trains and subways, alongside 
buses, trams, and monorails, boasts 
frequent service and on‑time departures. 
It also connects with Japan’s top‑notch rail 
network, including high‑speed bullet trains.

Given the extensive transit system, private 
automobiles and motorcycles play a 
secondary role in urban transport in Tokyo. 
As a leader in road safety, Tokyo diligently 
enforces traffic laws and records few 
fatalities from road accidents. Walking and 
cycling are much more common than in 
many cities around the globe, and people 
use their bikes for everything from shopping 
trips to work and school commutes. Around 
14% of all trips in Tokyo are made by bikes, 
much higher than most other big cities, 
despite limited cycling infrastructure.

Tokyo is vulnerable to natural hazards 
such as typhoons and earthquakes and 

needs to take precautions to ensure 
service continuity. Preventing climate 
change‑related disasters is at the heart of 
Tokyo’s sustainability plan, which aims 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 
50% by 2030, using renewable energy and 
green hydrogen where possible.33 The plan 
also seeks to bolster the city’s road system 
(like developing better cycling and walking 
routes), public transit network, multimodal 
offerings, and airport functionality. Tokyo 
takes 11th place on our Sustainable Mobility 
sub‑index. However, despite government 
investment, charging infrastructure remains 
somewhat underdeveloped in Tokyo and 
consequently electric vehicle uptake has 
been relatively slow.
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GDP per capita (US$)1 43,610.89

Population2 37,535,903

Surface area (km2)3 2,191

Population density (people per km2)4 4,584
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Urban Mobility Readiness Index, Sustainable Mobility and Public Transit scores
City scores in percentage compared with global and regional averages
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Dimensions of the Urban Mobility Readiness Index score
City scores in percentage across the five dimensions of the Urban Mobility Readiness Index, 
compared with global and regional averages
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