
Singapore

Singapore topped the Urban Mobility 
Readiness Index in 2020 but has since 
slipped in part because of its performance 
in shared and active mobility. Micromobility 
is a particular weakness, with a relatively 
low share of people walking or biking, in 
spite of good cycling infrastructure. There 
is great wariness of the safety implications 
of e‑scooters, which are not banned but are 
subject to strict usage rules.9 The city‑state 
would benefit from enabling regulations and 
more investment to promote shared mobility 
and Mobility as a Service.

However, Singapore’s traditional strengths 
remain – notably a rich innovation 
ecosystem and a strong political will 
to improve mobility that have led to 
forward‑looking policies like congestion 
pricing. Singapore’s traffic management 
system is unparalleled, and its road‑user 
charging system has made it a pioneer in 
reducing congestion. Moreover, traffic rules 
are strongly enforced, and onboard cameras 

in many personal vehicles help to incentivize 
positive driving behavior.

Academics work together with government 
officials, and the government has taken an 
active role in connected autonomous vehicles 
promotion, especially through its National 
Research Foundation. Singapore launched 
the world’s first self‑driving taxi trial in 
2016, and the city‑state has become a living 
laboratory for urban mobility solutions, with 
numerous startups. It is now considered a 
model for metropolises aiming to distinguish 
themselves in autonomous mobility.

Singapore invested in one of the world’s 
first automated rail systems, dating back to 
2003, and is now credited with maintaining 
one of the best. Public transit options 
are affordable and within easy walking 
distance. Strong risk‑preparedness and 
disaster‑management capabilities make for a 
resilient transportation network.
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GDP per capita (US$)1 65,304.82

Population2 5,987,401

Surface area (km2)3 523

Population density (people per km2)4 11,436
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Urban Mobility Readiness Index, Sustainable Mobility and Public Transit scores
City scores in percentage compared with global and regional averages
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Dimensions of the Urban Mobility Readiness Index score
City scores in percentage across the five dimensions of the Urban Mobility Readiness Index, 
compared with global and regional averages
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